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A Basic Human Right to Health and Dignity

UN Resolution 64/292 ‐ July 2010 

Access to Clean Water, Sanitation as a Basic Human Right
(122 in favor, none against, 41 abstentions)

UN Human Rights Council Resolution 16/2‐ April 2011

“Access to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation as a Human Right”:
A Right to Life and                                         to Human Dignity
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A Basic Human Right to Health and Dignity

2012    Arab Water Security Strategy 2010‐2030  (LAS) : SDG 6 agenda Incorporated

2018   Arab Health and Environment Strategy 2017‐2030 
Countries to address priority challenges and risk factors relating to the provision 

W & S

2019   WASH Services & COVID‐19 Pandemic
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COVID-19 Mitigation ( ESCA, 2020‐ Policy Brief 5)

Water demand for handwashing 9-12L/ person /day = (5%) H W D 

Higher Cost                 Higher Risk: 74 M           26M R & IDP

5



13th Annual Report of  Arab Forum for Environment and Development  (AFED)

HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN ARAB COUNTRIES

A Basic Human Right to Health and Dignity
Group 1
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A Basic Human Right to Health and Dignity
Group 2
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A Basic Human Right to Health and Dignity
Group 3
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A Basic Human Right to Health and Dignity

Figure 1: Water and Sanitation Related Mortality (Death/100,000 population (WHOEMRO, 2015)
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Provision of Water and Sanitation in the Arab Countries
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Countries

A B C D E K

Drinking Water Sanitation Hygiene Wastewater Water Quality
Cooperation

United Arab 
Emirates

/ 96% / 99 / n/a

Bahrain 99% 96% / / /
n/a

Kuwait 100% 100% / 100% /
n/a

Saudi Arabia / 78% / 71% /
n/a

Oman 90% / / / /
n/a

Qatar 96% 96% / 77% /
n/a

RANGE 90‐100% 78‐100% / 71‐100% /
n/a

Group 1
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Group 2

Countries
A B C D E K

Drinking Water Sanitation Hygiene Wastewater Water Quality Cooperation

Algeria / 18% 84% 18% / $ 4 M

Syria / / 71% / / $ 8 M

Jordan 94% 81% / 83% / $522M

Morocco 70% 39% / 43% 79% $156M

Egypt / 61% 90% 58% / $148M

Iraq 59% 41% 95% 19% / $208M

Libya / 26% / 15% / $2M

State of 
Palestine

/ 61% / 69% /
n/a

Lebanon 48% 22% / 13% 50% $100M

Tunisia 93% 78% 79% 71% / $165M

RANGE 48‐93% 18‐81% 71‐95% 13‐83% 50‐79% $ 2–522M



13th Annual Report of  Arab Forum for Environment and Development  (AFED)

HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN ARAB COUNTRIES

Provision of Water and Sanitation in the Arab Region

12

Group 3

Countries
A B C D E K

Drinking Water Sanitation Hygiene Wastewater Water Quality
Cooperation

Somalia / / 10% 1% / $ 20M

Djibouti / 36% / / /
$ 21M

Comoros / / / / /
$ 4M

Sudan / / 23% / 86% $ 21M

Mauritania / / 43% / / $ 58M

Yemen / / 50% / / $ 35M

RANGE / 36% 10 ‐ 50% 1% 86% $ 4–58M
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Figure 2:  Treated and Untreated Wastewater Use (UN, 2018)
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Challenges to Meeting SDG 6 W & S P Targets by 2030
Poverty and Development

Figure 3: Multidimensional Poverty Index for Selected Arab Countries (Adapted from HRO and UNDP 2019)
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Challenges to Meeting SDG 6 W & S P Targets by 2030
Conflicts and Regional Political Instability

Table 2:  Number of Refugees in Arab Countries in the Year 2018 (Adapted from UNHCR, 2018)
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Country Number of Refugees
Algeria 94,350
Bahrain ‐
Djibouti 18,295
Egypt 246,749
Iraq 283,022
Jordan 715,312
Kuwait 673
Lebanon 949,666
Libya 8,794
Mauritania 93,191
Morocco 5,940
Oman 308
Qatar 190
Saudi Arabia 266
State of Palestine ‐
Sudan 1,078,287
Syrian Arabic Republic 18,817
Tunisia 1,066
United Arab Emirates 1,164
Yemen 264,369
Total  4,946,112
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Challenges to Meeting SDG 6 W & S P Targets by 2030
Water Scarcity

Figure 4: Levels of Water Stress in Arab Countries (World Resources Institute, 2019)
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Water Governance and (IWRM) 

Table 3: Degree of IWRM Implementation in Arab  Countries (Adapted from UNEP, 2018)
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Country Score on Section 
1: Enabling 
environment 

Score on Section 2: 
Institutions & 
participation 

Score on Section 
3: Management 
instruments 

Score on Section 
4: Financing

Final score on 
degree of IWRM 

Algeria 40 42  51  60  48
Bahrain 28 48 43 40 40
Comoros 27 35 14 28 26
Iraq 24 22 42 12 25
Jordan 68 57 70 58 63
Kuwait 84 82 80 80 82
Lebanon 37 40 40 12 32
Libya 57 45 53 32 47
Mauritania 65 63 60 70 45
Morocco 68 69 64 55 64
Oman 33 18 57 24 33
Qatar 55 100 89 85 82
Saudi Arabia 42 68 71 46 57
Somalia 13 13 11 4 10
Sudan 37 44 44 34 40
United Arab 
Emirates 

59 90 71 80 75

Tunisia 67 53 58 40 55
Egypt 47 42 49 24 40
Yemen 50 51 36 20 39
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Challenges to Meeting SDG 6 W & S P Targets by 2030
Integrating Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for Health

National Health and Environment Strategy (2017‐2030) (WHOEMRO, 2018)

 Monitor/assess performance of sector in health protection

 Update national regulations and management practices to address priority challenges and risk factors 
relating to the provision of W&S 

 Present biannual analysis and evaluation on the performance 
 Activate PH surveillance to ensure provision of adequate and safe water supplies, and determine health impacts of WW Reuse 
 Expand W&S services to disadvantaged groups 
 Develop national policies on BWR requirement to protect health 
 Update drinking water standards and instate water safety plans
 Update/activate national standards for water reuse
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Challenges to Meeting SDG 6 W & S P Targets by 2030

Stakeholders Participation and Mobilization
(Fragmented management, Poor coordination, Public private partnership= privatization …)

Political and Financial Commitment 
(ODA, transboundary arrangements… safety and security)
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Challenges to Meeting SDG 6 W & S P Targets by 2030
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Figure 5: SDG 6 Score Index for Arab Countries (Adapted from Sachs et al, 2019)
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Sustaining Water and Sanitation in the Arab Region 
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